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Who for Murdering his Mafter, 
~ Miftrefs, and a Maid, was Executed accor= 
ding to Law at Weftover in Charles City, in 
the Country of Virginia, neer the Plantation 
- ‘¢alled Hard Labour , where he perpetrated 
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“He Suffer'd on Munday the 5th of Augufl, 1678>- 
And wasafter Hanged up in Ghains at Windmill- ey 
: Point On james River. 7 














et ae -Exemplum ficut. Speculum, Exempla docent. 


oy. Examples_on Record have ever ftood 
Tinfisuct the after-Ages, ‘ bad or good.) 

ail For, each Fxample isa Looking-glafs , _ 

~ In which we may behold (each man his face.) 





a 





~"'PHinted for Siam. Crouch, at the Princes Arms, 4 comer-fhop of 
**.. Pepes-bead-alley in Cornkil.. 1 6 3-0. 
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., Men highly by nature Ingenious, 


(Will ruine on moft flight occafions. ~ ; - 
Ar@ oe \ x ~ Speedy 
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N this true Mirrour we may plainly fee lL 


What wretches People all by nature be. 
From Adam. bis Pofterity accurft, 
Hath been e're fince inolig dito vobatiis wor ft. , 
Good Education, and ingenious parts, 
A fair Eftate, with skill in lib'ral Arts, 
(All laudable Accomplifbments) will fland 
In no ftead, where Vice gains the upper hand. 
Debauch’d through Vice, prove ae pernicious. O » 


Whom Grace doth not fecure, Temptations 
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8 oe, Deftrustion attends that nid 
Which 10 Debanebery i is fill inclin'd. — 


W bout profp rous nor adverfe fate wont re ftrain, 
Such, oft with publick Crimes their Souls diftain : : 
Crime heap on Crime, devoid of fear and aw, 
Till they become obnoxious to the Law 
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hs Blurring them with an Indelible blot. 


N All, who front honeft P arentage decend, 
» * Muft live fo, that fbame don't their death attends. 


AGE Left their difgracefil death for r what 75 mf, 


SS Shame innocent Relations too, at laft.. 
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PROLOGUE 
Calepors TO 
The following Tragical Relation. 





Sx He many deplorable, and excellently well 
, illuftrated Examples of God’s Revenge 
again{t Murder, occurrent formerly in o- 
ther Gountries, carefully collected and 
judicioutly related by Worthy Mr. Rey- 
nolds, might (one would think ) fave 
me and others the labour of giving new Teftimonies for 
warning the World againft thofe vicious Abufes, where- 
by they draw down Divine Iadignation upon their own 
and others heads. But {ceing ancient Truths and fore- 
palt Prefidents, as fmelling of the mould or muft of An- 
tiquity (through Satan’s malicious Policie, and the 
Woild’s incredulous Imbecillity) are moft-an:end light- 
lv efteemed, if not totally ineffectual, and of no force, 


~ ext to Qld Almanacks, long fince worn quite out of 3) 


aate; the World had need be rous’d out of its beftupi- 

fying Lethargy of Carnal Security, by fome novel Re ~ 
lations of this kind, recruiting afrefh on mens minds a 
new aad lively fenfe and appreheyfion of Divine vindi- 
Sayre Jultice, impendent*and ever ho Me over the 
heads of Delinquents for age artes aa Provoradions 
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eo ones,or that commen ordinary 
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For, though ancient Truths ought to be no whit at all 
lefS moving or »prevalent.on fober mindes, and found 
rational apprehenfions,.. becaufe. of their venerable An- 
tiquity, yet long difkances, and tedious tracts of ‘time, 
wearing paft Traniactions in part out of moft perfons | 
memories ( though haply they can’t be totally buried 
in Oblivion >, do neverthele(S downright argue fuch an- 
tique Relations of fNlacious uncertainty, and call them 
‘nto doubt. Sothat, though Mr. Reynolds beforemen- 
tioned hath in feveral placesjthrough his Book confir- 
med the indubitable tiuth of his Tragical Hiltorics, by 
adding the frequent Atteftation of -hisown Ieno wledgé, 
who was tofome of them (ex confeffo) ankye and Ear-. 
witnefs; yet, becaule he hath ingenioutly added, for 
the Readersideli git s fomething ot, Device. adorning, 
embellifiing, and) beforiakling his Relations throughout 
with lively Cuts, Gems of Eloquence, molt fragrant 
Flowers: of Elegant Stile, and.,fhetorical Sentences 5 
perfonating: all very prudently under fictitious names, 
(as imay be fuppofed ).. with defigne to avoid blemifhing 
the Reputation of each Malefactors furviving Relations: 
Hereupon, I fays. his. whole Labour hath, to. my know- 
ledge; and in my bearing, merited from the report of 
mott: whom:I have met: with, not the Reputest Bio: 


sical Truth; but onely the Gharacter.of a queintl;.con- 
triv d-RomauceloG evoisusim <ohise ‘O t 

So fubtilas the grand Adverfary of Mankind, tha. f= 
ther than he will {bffer people to be perfwaded acOr= 
ding to Truth(that (eeming {mall faults make way for reaye* . 
" Vices prove leading~ 

atds to: horrid execrable Crimes :) The Devil, I fay, 
will animate: the world to {tigmatize Truth with the 
brand of Falthgod, tempting perfons to reproach that, 
which is ifite(elf every way well worthy commen 


PRL hus, if Mruth dada array her {elf in a ele ae 
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ter than ordinary Apparel, feeming fomewhat gay, pom 
lite, and trim ins Attire 5\unlefS fhe range about ftark- 
naked, or creep forth clad in Ruffet or in Raggs, the, 
forfooth, mutt not be credited to be like her feif. 
However therefore, feeing Satan-{till renews his old 
Femptationson men, by new ‘devices; ‘feducing filly 
Souls.on flight occafions, to’ act afreth old-Crimes over 
agaim, or at leat to imitate, if not outvie precedent 
Examples of former’ times; ‘tis all but needful, that new 
Crimes fhould be attended with new Relations, new Ad- 
monitions; and for inftru&ion fake, be fincerely pub- 
lithed to open view : efpecially fince"Examples of for- 
mer timies are either ‘mifbeliev'’d, call'd’iw queftion’ as 
Romantick uncertainties, or rejected as {tinking of An- 
tiquity.”’ Or if they have been known, approvd, and 
fadubitable Truths’ ( fuch as that-of young Sexds in 
Kent, or Nathaniel Butlerot London, and tome other 
like perfons* not yet: quite worn? ontop the? memory 
of Survivers;) yet arethey as little thought of almoft, 
as if they had never been , or were equally uncertain 
with thofe fupposd Romantick {tories of former times, 
ftretching beyond the very memory of Men.And though 
this enfuing Narrative muft expect no better fate than 
the reft of the like mature 5 yet for prefent {atisfaction 
tofome, and future in{truction tovothersin the World, 
I fhall propofe to all fober perfons confideration fome 
feafonable and ferious Reflexions on this fad fpectacle , 
and lamentable example of frail and vicious Mortality. 
But firft take this Character of his Perfon. , 
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A Charatter of bis Petfon, °°’ 
Ie SER. ee? 
E. was a Pale-countenanced man-,; ofa black- 
A brown hair, as I take it, inclining to: curl, reach- 
ing down to his ears, pretty round-vifag’d, fomewhat 
full-bodyed, of a middle {tature, and ( by what I could 
difcover ) by Conftitution very melancholy, which 
appeared by his working Brain ( as you may hereafter 
difcern ) his defultorious Wit, foaring Ingenuity, and 
vain-glorious humour; of a facile ductible Temper, 
eafily wrought on to beled to. any Vice, Melancholy 
perfons being not unufually fo difposd... Mr. Burtoz 
fitly terms- Melancholy, The Devils Great Net, by 
which ¢ unlefs Grace powerfully with{tand) he:drags 
men with eafe to their own Deftruction, efpecially 
where Vice hath once gain‘d any confiderable ftrength. | 
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OF 

THOMAS HELLIER 
WITH 

The manner of his perpetrating the following 


HORRID FACT: 


His own Confeffion to a Friend in 
Prifon the night before his Execution. 








y Thomas Helier (aged now fome 28 years 
ye or thereabouts )was bornat Whitchurch 
neer Lime in Dorfetfbire; Sonto 7. H. 
of Parrocks. I liv'd with my own Pa- 
} rents till I was ten years old, about 
<aey Which time my Grandfather Thoweas 
' Turner. of Marfowood took me home 
to him, and fetting me to School, bred me up till fifteen 
or fixteen years of age; who loved and tender'd me 
veryindulgently. About the age of fixteen I was bound 
an Apprentice to one Fo. Sprake of Lime, by Profeflion 
a: 
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a Barber-chirurgeon, for feven years; from whole Son 
I alfo learned, by my own induftry, the Trade of a Sta- 
tioner. After I had fery’d fix years almoft, my Matter 
died 5 during which term, I had plaid fome frolickith 
youthful Pranks, which were mildly conniy’d and 


» winked at, throvgh the gentlenefs of indulgent Rela- 
tions; which yet I»had not the grace to makea good 


ufe of. , 

After my Mafters death, ( not being bound to any 

but my Matter onely ) I fued out my Indenture, and {o 

gain'd my Freedom before fix years were fully expired, 
A while after I was got free from my Matter's Widow, 

my Grandfather dying, left me fifty acres of good Land 


purchafed for three Lives; the other two were dead, . 


and onely my own Life then remaining in the {aid fifty 
acres of Land: which Eftate I lived on fome half a year 
a fingle man ; then I married one Heffer Benflve, daugh- 
ter to a good fufficient Farmer, who enjoyed fifty 
pounds per aznum of Prebends. Land. After which | 
liv’d with my faid Wife on the forementioned Eftate 
the {pace of one year, till fhe brought me forthia Daugh- 
ter, by name Heffer Helier. ie 

My ownand Wife's Friends both loved me very well, 
and would have done very well forme, had I not taken 
bad courfes; but I could not contain my felf within the 
due bounds of Sobriety and Moderation. 

About this time (in the year 1673 or 7a, neer A#- 
chaelmas_.) 1 choufed my Father of twelve pounds Sterl. 
which he had entrufted me to receive for him, he being 
then GolleG@or of the Royal Aid money: After the re- 
ceipt of which money, I taking horfe, rode away. to 
London ( unknown to Father, Wife, or any other Rela- 
tions, who all that while knew not what was become 
of me.) In Lordon I ranted out my twelve pounds in 
Company-keeping. And now [lived but too much a 
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Wi ee 
eafe, I knew not when I was well-31 was all on fire.to 
fet up inthe world, to make a buftle abroad to and fro, 
and be doing, that [ might feem fomebody.: I would 
therefore needs, all on the fpirt, fet up my own Trade, 
and that too.of a Stationers; toowhich intent [took up 
on Credit, to the value of fome twenty four pounds ine 
Books. of one perfon, which,were never to this day paid 
for. 1 did. the like.by others,.to a confiderable value 5 
none whereof (Ido confefs). were yet ever paid for. 

Having thus furnifhed my.felf, though all upon Truft, 
IL made fale of fometwenty head of Cattle, young and 
old, from off my Eftate at Jtarfbwood, which yielded 
me fome fixty pounds or upward 5 with which money I 
fet my felf up,removing all my Goods to Crewkerne, 
‘called commonly , Crookborz in Sonerfetfhire. 1 ob- 
ferv'd the Foxes cunning,(,who hunts his Prey far from 
his own'Den: ) fo, though | owed round Debtsat Lon- 
don, or elfewhere, yet I. paid. all ducly, keeping-touch 
with people nearer home 5 owing little or nothing any ~, 
where for fome twenty miles. diftant from Crookjorn, 
round about. By which Graft, and my affable fociable 
temper, I Jiv’d in the faid Town in very good Repute, 
belov’d by all forts, both gentle and fimple, young and 
old,.rich and poor : Iwas fo over-obliging to all people, 
that I could have had Credit from any Tradefman or 
Gentleman neer me, for what I pleas'd. [ Honeft Mr. Hel- 
Hier,.who but Mr. Thomas Helier? | But, as I {aid be- 
fore, I was ever fhie of contraGing Debts neer home. 

Now it washigh Noon, I thought it would never be 
Night withme ; I feem'd to havethe World in a ftring, 
and thought I could hale it which way I lifted at my 
pleafure : but foft my hafte 5 for before two years were 
fully expir'd, after my feating at Crewkerze, ( what by 
keeping high Company, what by Gaming ) I hadona .. ; 
fudden run my felf very deep into debt. .. But (till I bore. . 
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my head aloft above water with courage, making a 
plaufible fhew in the eye of the vulgar. One ruinous 
humour I confefs my felf very vainglorioufly guilty of : 
I ever too much affected foolifhly to be admir’d and ap- 
plauded 5 wherefore if fix or eight Pot-companions had 
fate tipling with me, had they but beftowed their Com- 
plements liberally upon me, let fuch flatterers drink 
night and day,there was nothing for any of them to pay. 
(Honeft true heart! noble, good-natur’d Mr. Helier} 
I paid their Reckoning out of my pocket. 

[was ( to my fhame and forrow I relate it ) notori- 
oully addicted to Curfing and Swearing: guilty I was 
of profaning the Sabbath; on which fcore I had unhap- 
pily gain’d fuch influence on the Officers of the Town, 
that if Mr. Heer were found in a Tipling-houfe on 
Sunday in Sermon-time, no one would offer to inter- 
rapt or call: himto queftion 5 while others haply far lefs 
faulty, were call’d to an account, and perhaps inform’d 
againtt. 

But by this time my own and Wife’s Relations appre- 
henfive of this my loofe, diffolute, carelefs courfe of life, 
Cdifcerning how [ liv'd betwixt floating and finking, 


between hope and defpair) expecting but little or no 


good from fo bad a life as mine, began todraw back,and 
itand at a diftance. 

Now my own Father, who had bound himfelf in 
Bond tothe Townof Crewkerne, at my firft coming thi- 
ther ( to fecure and bear the fame harmlefs, that they 
fhould not be damnified by any Charge from my Family 
or Children, in cafe of ficknefs, or poverty, or the like ) 
demanded me to depofit fifty pounds down on the nail 
to the Magiltrates of the faid Town, for their Security, 
and releafing my Father from his Obligation. Now alfo 


my greater Creditors from afar off began to urge for 


money. To the end therefore that I night quit my 
| Father, 
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Father, that he might take back his Bond, asalfo to pay 
my more confiderable Debts, I fold my fifty acres of 
Land for 193 /. fterling. After which I paid down 
502, to the Town; and by affiftance of the refidue of 
the forefaid money, and help of Creditors, I liv’d in 
the faid Town two years longer or thereabout, my 
Debts {till unpaid. | 
And after all Stones turnd to fo little purpofe, I be- 
took me to that Pack-horfe and very laft (hift of Bro. 
kers and Bankrupts, ( a Tapfters courfe of life) by 
“which, at a certain Fair where I kept a Tipling bower, 
felling feveral forts of Drink and Meat ready dreffed, I 
had got me a good handfome confiderable lump of 
money: but my miade being fretted and gall’d at the 
thoughts of my great Debts, unadvifedly contratted, I 
unable to endure and undergo the difgrace and mifery 
ofa Prifon, which I more than doubted would be my 
lot, took my Horfe and ten pounds in my pocket, and 
tripped up to Lozdon, refolving there to feek my for- 
tune. Where, though I might have turn’d my felf to 
feveral Employments, having {kill in Paintiag and mix- 
ing of Colours; judgment to eat any Letters, Knots, 
or Devices into Mettals by Chymical waters; a dexte- 
rous hand at Ingravingin Mettals and Carving in Wood, | 
with feveral other ingenious and commendable Mytte- 
ries. Yet, here was I {fo fatally befotted to my own 
Overthrow, that I could fancie nothing but a Voyage 
te Sea. 
Whereupon, after much fruitlefs rambling to and fro, 
I met with a Gerwaz, one Captain prifon, who hada 
Privateer-Ship, and a French Commiflion about the be- 
ginning of Fuze 77. 1 went: on board the faid Ship, 
| defigniag to fail inher under the capacity of a Sea: Chi- 
| rurgeon. The faid Captain was to furntfh forth my 
| Cheft with all forts of Drugsand Médicaments : but the” 
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mo 
Captain being fentenced by the Admiralty-Court for a: 
Pyrate, and doom’d to pay (as I underftood ) 10004. 
before he could get free, Money falling fhort, he could 
not fet me forth nor furnifh my Cheft. Whereupon fF 
left his Ship, and to fhore I went in Auguft 77, having 
juft one poor fixpence in my pocket. | 

Thus had [trifled away and mif-fpent my ten pounds 
and the price of my horfe. Next, to fupply neceffity, I 
fold my Cloaths for want of money: fo walking up 
Tower-ditch, I going in at the Eagle and Ghilde, en- 
quired if there were any Ship-Captain quartered there > 
one replied, There was-no Ship-Captain quartered in. 
that houfe, but that he himfelf was concernd about 
Sea-faring matters. I enquired to what parts he was. 
concerned >? he anfwered, To Virginia ; So afked with- 
al, if I were minded for that Gountry 5 if I were, I fhould 
have Meat, Drink, and Apparel, with other Neceflaries 
provided forme. I replied, I had heard fo bad a cha- 
rarer of that Country, that I dreaded going thither, in: 
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regard I abhorred the Ax and the Haw. He told me, L- 


he would promife I fhould be onely employ din Mer- 
chants Accompts, and fuch Employments to which Lb 
had been bred, if they were here ufed. 

On Auguft the roth, 77, I being over-perfwaded, 
went on board the Young Prince, Captain Robert Adorvas. 
Commander ; on the 5th of September ditto, the Young. 
Prince weighed Anchor from the Downs > and on the 
asth of odober following, the arrived within the Capes; 
of Virginia, and dropt Anchor at Newper[news. ee 

1 was delivered into the cuftody and difpofe of one 
Lewis Conner. of Barmeodoe hundred Virginia, who fold 
me off to one Cutheard Wiliamfon, living at a Planta- 
tion eall’d Hard Labour, belonging to Wefiover- Parifhin 
Charles City, County Virginia < which faid Wiiamfon 
promifed me I fhould be employed in Teaching his oe : 

: ren, 


Now 
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dren, and not be fet to any laborious work, unlefs ne- 
——_-eeffity did compel now and then, meerly for a fhort 
 .* fpurt. But neverthelefs, though I wanted not for 
Cloaths nor Victuals, yet I found their dealings contrary 
to their fair promifes; which much difheartened me. 
And though my labour at the Howe was very irkfome, 
and E was however refolved to do my utmoft endeavour 
at it; yet that which embittered my life, and made every 
thing I took in hand burdenfome to me, was the unwor- 
thy [llufage which I received daily and hourly from 
my ill-tongued Miftrifs; who would not only rail, 
{wear and curfeat me within doors, whenever I came 
into the houfe, cafting on me continually biting Taunts 
and bitter Flouts ; but like a live Ghoft would imper- 
-tinently haunt me, when I was quiet in the Ground at 
work. And although I filently wrought as fait as the 
rail'd, plying my labour, without fo much as muttering 
! at lier, or anfwering any thing good or bad3 yet ail 
the filence and obfervance that I could ufe, would not 
, charm her vile tongue. Thefe things burning and 
broyling ia my Breaft, tempted me to take the trip, and 
__° give my Malter the bag to holds thereupon I vamped 
“off, and got on board Capt. Larimore's thip, where I 
remained eleven days, or thereabout, the Ship then 

riding at Warwicks-Creek: Bay. 
I was abfent from my Malter’s bufinefs almoft three 
Weeks, but at length my Mafter hunting about, and 
- fearching to and fro, had difcover'd where I was, and 
fo fending a Meffenger, fetched me back home again. 
As I was upon my return homeward, I had a defigne 
to have knocked the Meffenger on the head 5 for which 
purpofe I took up a great {tone and carried it along in 
: my hand a good way, unknown to the man: but my 
heart: failing me, I let drop that defigne. At length 


home I came,bege’d pardon of my Matter for my faule, 
Go. : and 
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and all feemed pretty well again. But my ufage pros 


ving {till worfe than before, my Miftrefs ever taunting 


me with ther odious and inveterate Tongue, do all i 
would, and ftrive all the ways whatever! could, fhe, 
I found, was no whit pacified toward me. Whereupon 
I began to caft about and bethink my felf, which way 
to rid me of that Hell upon Earth, yet ftill. fecking 
if poflible to weather it, but all in vain. , 
At laft, Satan taking advantage of .my fecret inward 
regret, faggelted to my vicious corrupt minde, that by 
ridding my Matter and Miftrefs out of the way, I might 
with eafe gain my Freedom, after which time I fought 
all opportunities to effectuate and bring to pafs my faid 


horrid contrivance: Concluding, when they were 


dead, 1 fhould be a Freeman. Which faid execrable 
Project I attempted and put in execution May the 24, 
1678. Thus. 

Betimes in the Morning before day, .1I put on my 


bef{t Cloaths, then got my 4x, and sttempted two or 


three times to enter my Mafter’s Lodginy-room, ftil 
my heart failing me, I ftept back again; but however 
at length in LT rufhed: A Servant-maid, who lay. every. 
night in the fame Room, pafled along by me the fame 
time with her Bed on her fhoulder, or under her arm, 
to whom I offer'd no violence, but let her pafs un- 
touched; nor had“: meddled with her, had fhe kept 
out of my way. From her I paffed onto my Matters 
Bed, and ftruck at him with the Ax,, and gave him 
feveral blows, as near as I could guefs, upon the Head : 
{ do believe, I had fo unhappy an aim with my hand, 
that I mortally wounded him the firft blow. My. Mi- 
firefs in the interim got out of Bed, and got hold ofa 
Chair, thinking to defend her felf; and when I came 
toward her, {truggled, but I.proved to hard for-her5 
She bege’d me to fave her Life, and I might take 

; what 



























as my greateft Enemy; fo down fhe went without 
Mercy. The Wench to whom [intended no hurt, _re- 


turned, as I fuppofe to refcue her Miltrels ; whereupon: 


the fuffer'd the fame cruel Fate with the other two. 


After this Tragedy I broke open a Clofet, and took 


Provifion for my Journey, and rummaging my Miltrifs 
Gheft, Itock what I thought fit, as much as loaded a 
good lufty Horfe; So taking my Mafter’s Gun in my 
hand, away I haftned: But while the Horfe ftood 
without door,a Neighbour came to the honfe, withan 
excufe to borrow the faid Horfe. Io whom, I frow- 


ning, anfwered very roughly, and threatning him, bid 


him be gone, he could not have the Horle; who de- 


parted, and (I fuppofe) betrayed to the other Neigh-. 


bours fome jealoufie he had conceived, concerning 
fome Mifchief I had been doing, . A Childe alfo be- 
longing to the Family was-run forth to betray the bu- 
finefs. But before any body came, I was gone upon 
my intended progrefs with my Maflter’s Horfe loaded, 
and his Gun ia my hand. 

After wandering the unknown Woods a tedious time, 


to and fro, and finding no path, I ftruck up towards 


a Plantation belonging to. one Gilly, near Chickahon- 
mony Swamp, where I had a Ship-mate living; here. 
j found a Path, and following that Path, it led me up 
to the houfe, where finding my Ship-mate, I enquir’d 
the .neareft way to the Falls of. Fames River: Who 
told me, he knew not the way, but faid, he would, go 
and enquire; fohe called his Mafter’s Son, who asked, 
if I would not walk into the houfe, and eat before I 
went. [faid it wastoo early for me to eat: The {aid 
Gilly's Son-in-law came forth alfo, and very urgent 
they were to have me walk in and {moke Tobacco, 
feeing 


what: I would, and go, my way. But all in vain, no=: 
thing would fatisfie but. her Life, whom I looked on 
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feeing 1 would not eat: I told them, I would not 
Toke, but defired them to dire me my way, (till 
keeping my Guna in my hand, I being as fhie of them, 
as they were watchful over me.) At laft they told 
me, they would thew me the way 5 one walking be- 
fore me, and the other following me, who led me to 
a Paffage over a Water: where, before f patled over, 
Thad fome occafion to lay my Gun out of my hand: 
Whereupon one laying hold of the Gun, faid, This is a 
compleat Gun, and withal fired it off: whereupon I 
difcern’d my felf furprized. 

They told me I wasto go no farther: So they {ei- 
fing me, I ftruggled a while, and had like to have been 
too hard for one of the men. But Gil himfelf hearing 
the report of theGun, run down toward the place 5 
fo being overpower'd, I was forced to fubmit to have 
my hands bound, < Upon’ this feiture I was {truck 
with fileace, not having power either to confefs or 
deny the Fad. They forthwith brought me before 
Mr. John Stith, the next Juttice of Peace; This hap- 
ned May 25, 1678. I had no power to antwer the 
Juftice to any thing, only I begg’d that I might have 
+ Minifter fent for to me, and then I fhould relate the 
whole matter. One Mr. Williams was fent to me the 
next morning (being Saturday) to whom I acknow- 
ledged the whole matter. After conference with the 
faid Minifter, I began by degrees to be rendred fenfi- 
ble of the heinoufnefs of my horrid and bloudy Crime 5 
for which I was Tryed at fames-Town, July 26, 1678. 
And was Sentenced to be Hang’d in Chains the 27 ditto 
according to which juft Sentence, | am now defervedly 
to faffer here this inftant sth of Augu/?, 1678. 


Whereas fome have reported me formerly an High- 
way-man, and that I was trans{ported from England 
hither 
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hither as a Malefactor ; I do here now declare to the 
world, that I never abufed any perfon on any account 
on the Road in Exglaad; in all my Life-time (except 
one pittiful Begger.) For, as I rode one day along 
the Road, a Begger by the Way-fide importuned me 
earneftly, that I would give him fomething. I had 
then been on the ramble, having {pent all my Money 
to eighteen Pence , and had fixty Miles farther to 
ride, Whereupon I bethought my felf how to fupply 
my prefent penury out-of that Beggers Purfe, whom 


I judged to be far better in {tock than my fel I 


therefore told the maa, I had no Money about me lef 
than Half a Crown, requiring him to give me feven 
Groats, and I. would give him two Pence out of the 
Halt-Crown. The Begger ftreight pull’d out a quan- 


tity of {mall Money, and laid it into my hand ; I griping 


my faid hand, put the Money into my Pocket. The 
Beggerre-demanded his Money; I told him, I had 
little Money, aud a great way to ride; but he could 
beg for more Money, I could not; fo I rode a- 
way with the poor man’s Money. _Befides this Gheat, 


Iwas never guilty of any thing, which might incur the- 


cenfure of the Law, in Exgland, except. my Debts fo 
unadvifedly contraGed. | 
This-fore-recited Relation, after I had penned it 


from his own Mouth, I read the fame over to him, be- 


caufe I had not related it (ipfiws atque totiden verbis) 
juft in the very fame numerical words, wherein he 


made his Confeflion to me. After he had heard the. 


fame read over, he acknowledged this to be the true 


fenfe of his own Intentions, and the very fame which. 


he defired might. be publifhed to the world. Sol pro- 


mifed him I would take fo muchcare, as to have it 


tran{ported for Exglavd. And fhall now proceed to 
the Reflections themfelves, * | | 
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LIFE ad DEATH 
OF | 


CHOMAS . HELLIER. 







ty E firlt ftep, by which he acknowledged, that 


he afeended to a vicious Habit, was by, his a=) | 





: H bufing the too great Indulgence of his Relations to- — 
i wards him, who were wont flightly to pafs by and 
4 connive at his many youthful Follies (when but a Boy) 
without fo much as chiding, or haply only {miling or 
‘4 laughing at him for the fame, never vouchfafing once 

ia to correct him. for what he had done amils. | 

ie To harp overclofe upon this ftring, would I know 


found. harfh and too ungrateful in the ears of many 
Thoufands overfond and indulgent Parents... For, tis 
notorioully known, how fatally fome perfons have 
been guilty of this Epidemical Errour, tothe utter overe 
throw and downright unavoidable deftruétion of their, 
otherwile hopeful, Polterity and flourifhing Off fpring. 
I thall therefore only hint the Wifeman's infallible 
Rule; That they who fpare the rod, hate their Chil- 
dren; but they who corre: there ina meafure, foal fave 
their Souls from Hell, | af 
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_, As to. this particular, Parents are apt to erre by 
two Extremes; Either they are guilty of too much | 
Eafinefs and Gentlenefs towards their Children, which 
debauches the mindes of Youth from Vertue, Good- 
nefs, and induftrious Towardline(s, (Nature inclining 
all who: are left to their own choice, to chufe the 
-wortt,,and refufé the beft) too frequently to open and. 
incorrigible Licentioufnefs, | 

Or on the other hand, Parents are apt to exercilé too 
{tri@ and rigid Severity upon their Children, over- 
awing and over-eying them beyond reafon, mewing 
them up like fo many Hawks, and confining them like 
Prifoners, from lawful and allowable Liberty. Which, 
hide-bound humour beftupifies the Wits of Youth, fo 
that they become uncapable of knowing how to make 
a right and true ufe of modeft Liberty, after they are 
grown up to ripenefs of years; whereupon fuch, like 
Prifoners broke out of a Goal, become mad, hair- 
brain’d, diffolute Sots, and wild extravagant Fools. 

Whereas prudent Parents, who hope to reap com- 
fort by the Towardlinefs of their Children, ought firlt 
and chiefly to ftudy the Gentus, Temper, and natural 
Inclination of the Youth, whom they have to deal 
with, and to qualifie their dealings toward them with 
due Moderation, choofing laudable Mediocrity in all 
things; whereby people may be better capable to 
judge, when ‘tis needful to ufe the curb, and when 
‘tis fit to let loofe the reins. Which Behaviour would 
prove more commendably fuccefsful as to their Chil- 
drens happy Education, as well as far more infallibly 
comfortable to themfelves. It is evidently known and 
experimentally, that a Check mildly given {hall fhame 
a meek, ingenious, gentle Difpofition from any vicious 
Irregularity 3 whereas mild Advice fhall be but con- 


temned by a ftubborn Nature: Yea, harfh dealings, 
Pee <2 frequent 
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fufficient (and fearce that too fometimes) to work good 
upon fome rude , harfh, refractory Tempers. Some 
Twigs will gently ply and bend with eafe, while fome 
again will fooner break than bend. | 

But above all things, Parents unconcern’d conni- 
vance at Childrens Follies, is certainly ruinous, and 
(through Satan’s fubtlety, and the rare injudicioufnefs 
of tender youthful years) is frequently abufed into a 
filent incouragement, to proceed from trivial Offences 
to Griminal matters of weight and moment; like #- 


fop’s School-boy, who for want of due Correction and 


Ghaftifement for his Peccadilo’s at the beginning, by 
being winkt atin his petty Pilferings, took heart from 
thence and was emboldened to attempt thofe grofler 
Faults, which at laft unavoidably noosd his Neck ina 
Haiter. 

An Edocument which may prove fignificantly in- 
{trudtive to Youth in general, fore-warning all to be- 
ware of feeming inconfiderable, petty, trifling Follies, 
which infénfibly (when once allowed and liked of ) 
prepare and predifpofe the Minde for perpetrating other 
more heinous and far groffer Enormities. For, no 
perfon can arrive to a virtuous or vicious habit to be- 
come really good, or compleatly bad; but by the 
gradual afcent, progrefs and fucceffion of many reite- 
rated voluntary acts. And juft as many fmall ‘Leaks 
may fink a Ship, fo in like manner fmall, unadvifed, 


youthful Faules (if not curbed and in due time cor- 


rected ) may betray perfons to fome one deftroying, 
execrable outrage. Nor will towardly Education alone 
iow prevail to overpower the violence of Tempta- 
tion in this cafe, when once the reins have been let 
loofe to all inordinate Affections. For, after that the 
fenfual Appetite hath once gained the Predominancy, 
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frequent penalties, and even blows themfelves are but. 
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[19] 
tyranaizing over, and at pleafure captivating the Will. 
By this means the Underltanding being darkened, the 
Reafon corrupted, the Judgment perverted and imbe- 
cillitated, the Internals being now totally unable to 
difcern and diftinguifh between, oF cenfure aright con- 
cerning downright Realities, of ‘cween appearances «of 
Good or Evil. Then violent, brutith, untamed Pafit- 
ons {hall with eafe hurry any perfon forward to the 
eager profecution of whatever vicious Objects, carnal 
Senfe propofeth to the Appetite, and fenfual Appetite 
promifcuoutly fuggefteth to the difturbed, injudicious, 
and giddied Fancy. | 

Self-Love, or Conceitednefs of his own worth, was 
another ftep to this poor Wretch’s ruine. For that 
fuppofed and imaginary worth admired in himéfelf, 
created in his impotent Soul a flatuous Haughtinefs of 
Spirit, and vainglorious Oftentation: fo that he having 
attained (according to his own Confeflion) by his 
natural Ingenuity and Mother-Wit, as we fay, fome 
{kill in Gafting Metals, Eating Knots, Flowers, or amy 
other fort of curious device sato Metals, by virtuecor 
Ghymical-Waters, having a pretty dexterous Hand at 
Engraving in Metals, and Carving-in Wood, as alfo 
fome commendable infight into Painting and mixing of 
Colours, being likewile handy at making Mufical-In- 
ftruments, anid tolerably capable to play on the fame 
when he had done, with other ingenious Contrivances 
and Myfteries 5 over and above the Trade of a Statio- 
ner, which he gaind fom his Mafter’s Son, and ‘his 
own proper Faculty of a Barber-Chyrurgeon, to 
which he was bound an Apprentice. | 

-The fantattical conceit of his naturally happy and ap- 
plauded Ingenuity, producing an unfetled, defultorious 
and undertaking temper in his {oaring breaft , prom- 
pted. him boldly with aflured “confidence to attempt 
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any Myftery. Thus affecting by all means: poffible to 
be admird, ftriving to be, or at lealtwife feem. to be, 
fomebody for his Skill im every thing. His monttrous 
wonderworking Brain built Caftles in the Air of his 
lofty high-flown Imagination. Whereupon he fought 
to aflociate him(felf with perfons of more than ordi. 
nary. Rank and Quality, keeping ftill very high Com: 
pany, which led him to great and exceflive expences, 
beyond his own quality and eftate: which caufing ne- 
glect of his) Domeftick-bufine$ and Family affairs , 
quick!y brought him behinde hand in. the world, in- 
volving him deep in Debt. Which diffolute, carelefs 
courfe of Life, miads me of a feafonable Soliloquy,’ or 
folitary Dialogue, which /I shave been told was? fres 
quently ufed by a thrifty; fober Shop:-keeper, by 
Queftion and Anfwer, between himllf-and-his Shop; 
as he walked to and fro init; He was wont, Tam told, 
to propound this Queftion and Anfwer within himfelf, 
(What ¢ Shop, Wilt thon keep me? Yes, Sir, if you. 
keep we.) Nor can. any wonder , feeing this (our 
young Prodigal would not keep home,that home would 
not keep him, Whoever expect their Employments 
{hould maintain and keep them » fuch mutt be dili- 
gent and tnodultrious in Keeping clofe to their Em. 
ployments. 

So pofleffed, or bewitched rather, was this poor con: 
ceited man with aa immoderate affectation of Applaufe, 
that had he met fix or eight Companions. meaner than 
himfelf, he would have fpent for them all, as' long as 
they would fit. with him, had -it been two.or three 
Days and Nights, {corning any one of Ordinary rank 
fhould. {hare with him: in. payment of any Reckoning. 
And all this forfooth, becaufe his Parafitical Affociates 
would at every turn complement him by the Title of 


-Honefé. Adr. Helier, wherever they faw. or, met him, 
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0, but Mr. Hellier, who but Ar. Hellier >. So fociable, fo 
affable; {o courteous, and true a heart; fo generous 
and ingenious a Spirit, that Mr. Helier became intimate- 
ly belov'd both by Young and Old, by Gentle and. 
Simple. . Mr. Heder was at all times courted and com- 
plemented by all forts, being geatetully accepted with 
perfons of the be(t Quality... Hits pliable, ductile, yiel- 
ding temper indearing all people to him, for his affable 
Ingenuity. Nal one 
Which. fore-cited Humour is ftill,.and ever hath 
been, notorioully exemplified by the frequent Follies of 
feveral ridiculous Spend-thrifts, ia all Ages, through 
each Gountry, almoft of this vait Univerfe; The, daily 
dreadful evil Effects whereof have .beea fo., figaally 
known among all people, that. to this Ineed fet only 
this brief aad feafonable Moxzeo. . (Let ingenious Youth . 
fettle their thoughts in due time, on fome one uleful and 
laudable Employment, to which their Genius {halb nar 
turally,and moft aptly incline and lead. them, and ftick- 
ing clofe to that alone, endeavour with humole and 
induftrious’ diligence ta become emiaent in that one 
Myftery, Art, or Sctence.| Better attain to be fome- 
body in any-one fingle Faculty, than to be no body 1n 
all. . Expertnefs in one thing,far exceis a {mattering in 
feveral. . And when any have happily. arrived to fome 
perfection of Knowledge, or {kill in (ome one Myftery, 
let them cautioufly. fuppref$ vainglorious. Seli-concel- 
tednefg. and Admiration. of their own Worth , as.a_ 
thing - fatally deftructive: to. well-deferving Spirits, 
Conceited perfons are ufually plagued with unfetled, 
roving, rambling, defultorious Wits, which are too. too 
frequently expofed to oftentatious ruine. -t 
*  Withal, let‘unexperienced. Youth look well to their 
company, le{t they fuffer themfelves to be wiped over 


the thumbs, by. crafty-pated, Pot-Gompanionss or. to 
| be . 
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be mumped ‘out of their Eftates and Fortunes by fup- 
pofed real, but really falfe, flattering, flovenly, bale, : 
Trencher-friends. It 'wotld be highly abfurd in me, 
fhould I but recount fo many as I could from my own } 
Experience nominate, Gentlemen of Quality and Eftate, | 
who through too great overcredulous facility have 
given themfelves to be gulld, abufed, and cajoaled 
by this very means out of many Pounds in the year. 
And indeed, though men of confiderable fortunes can- 
not quickly be fenfible of this ridiculous injurys yet 
it behoves perfons, who muft ‘expect to live by their 
labour, to have their eyes better about them, and to 
Jook out a little more fharp : In regard fuch an ill- 
befeeming temper in a Peafant, ‘muft needs produce 
‘certain unavoidableruine. For the fame action; which 
in a great man may appear a Virtue laudable; and 
. worthy the Title of true Generofity; will in a mean 
i i perfon deferve contempt, reproach and fcorn, fhewing 
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highly ridiculous, blameworthy, and merit the cenfure 
due to vicious Oftentation. How odioufly naufeating 
was that foft-headed Gallant’s fantaftical Humour? 
Who having far lefs Wit than Money, fo impatiently 
affected Oltentation, that rather than mifs of being 
. } feemingly admir'd, he would (whenever the vainglo- 

| rious Devil drove him) ran abroad witha Bag or large 
Purfe of Money, and picking up a ragged, tatter‘d, 
beggarly Crew, his conftant Creatures and Parafites, 


amid{t 





: i would himfelf ftand in the midft, the faid infe@s or 

fe i filthy vermin crawling round him in a ring: Thus fet- 
Clr tled, the Clawbacks ftrait began to Hoghlogh, and with 
. \ loud Acclamations to clap their hands with all might 
ae and main, fhouting and crying, O of? generous Efquire! 
oo : woft noble Captain! moft excelent Sir ! Which Plandite 
@ i was forthwith amply well-rewarded with a large Boon 
a i from Efguire or Capt. Cracktbrains, who immediately 






















amidit the: heat of this his childith, Triumph, fcattered 
his Benevolence flufh among them, fhowring Money 
down on them, like Fupéter 08 Danaé 3 and all to re- 
munerate their little to be minded, and far lefs merited 
high Encomiums. And was not this moft generous 
E(quire, moft noble Cap. Cracktbrains moft renowned- 
ly fet up, and glorioully brought to bed ? 

The’ infeparable Attendants upon this poor filly 
Wretches Company-keeping, were frequent Drunken- 
nef and that bewitching knack of thaking of the Elbow, 
or Gaming; whofe adherents wert bitter Curfing, abo- 
minable Swearing, and ufual profaning of the Lords- 
day. By all which evil courfes he having by degrees 
forfeited the favour both of God and good People: 
having embezzelled and mifpent his own eftate, and 
involved himfelf withal deep into Debt. Beginning 
now to be put to his fhifts, he refolved at length to 
try and work his Wits, for extricating himfelf out of 
that Labyrinth of Shame and Mifery, wherein he 
dreaded he fhould be entangled, if he were imprifoned 
for Debt. The thoughts whereof exceedingly terrified 
him both by Night and by Day 5 whereupon, {triving 
to thun ScyHa; he unhappily and unwittingly rufhed 
on Charybdis, leaping (in his own apprehenfion) out 
of the frying pan into the fire; and buftling to free 
himfelf out of Purgatory , he {kipped with Michael 
Angelos Cardinal, full into Hellsmouth (to his own 
thinking.) For having left his Wife, and rode to 
-gondon, with defigne to fhun the clutches of Baylifis, — 
Serjeants and Goalers, by fhipping himfelf off for Sea. 
Inftead of dealing with a Ship-Captain, he fatally 
dropt iato the tyrannical hands of a Trepanning Kid 
napper, who fhipt him off sncontinently for Virgin7a. 
A deplorable Example of Divine Indignation, which 


may ferve to deter all forts from provoking Geleftial 
7 ie Vengeance 


waperepety nee As a an, ¢ 
rani tas a ener 


RP a oes " * hit ~ ; esc ls 








te ll 
po tin pe 











oe rm 
nS ee. i 4 
Soret Ee SPR Ne ie ees 








~=, 
a ee ee Ge ee ee 


Vengeance by the fote-named Vices. ‘ Jaltice hath’ Ecos 
den Heels, but Iron Hands; ‘it will overtake ‘furely,) 


though flowly.  Abus’d Long-fufferance is; changed 
into unquenchable’ Fury. And here he, who: had:fo 
long {lighted Patience, and trifled away fo. many rich 


Opportunities of making himfelf happy, was now come 


to the length of his ftring, and gotten to his (Nom wl- 


tra.) “For Vices of’ Drunkennefs, ‘Swearing, Curfing, 


Profaning the Sabbath, and thelike, fo common in onr 
Age, that the generality of people {carce account them 
fuch, do (as by the fad effect of this Tragical Example 
manifeftly appears) frequently provoke Divine Juftice 
to give men over to commit deftroying Grimes, meri- 
ting a fhameful Death by the cenfure of the Law, as 
this poor Wretch was dealt by. And though Provi- 
dence in all found probability, was pleafed to convert 


allto his good, before he left this Land of the Living, 


by reclaiming him through Repentance. . Yet. how 
many miferable Wretches'may we conclude there. to 
be in the world, who hardly minde thefe offences in 
themfelves , not fo much as dreaming it needful for 
them to be humbled, or cry Peccavé before the Majelty 
of Heaven for the fame: Prefuming on his Patience 
and Mercy, granting all will go well with them, merely 
becaufe Divinity hath*not vouchfafed to deal out fuch 
Severity to them, ashe hath to fome others; the con- 
dition of thefe poor wretches is beyond all apprehen- 
fion or expreffion miferable. °Tis well worthy. Ob- 


fervation to confider, how fatally this poor wretch was _ 


befotted; That though he might with comfortable 
fuccefs have turn’d himfelf-to fo many honeft Cccu- 
pations, yet nothing would take with him, but a Voy- 
age to Seas; which defire of his foon was accomplifhed 
and fulfilled to his own forrow. « Sail to Sea he did in 
a Virginy- man, \utle fufpe@ing what was to Sain E 
| ter 
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_ After this poor defperate Wretch was arrived in 
Virginia, he was fold off to one who promifed to em- 
ploy him only as a Pedagogue,in teaching his Childrea. 
But He/ier foon finding his Mafter’s dealiags contra. 
dictory to his former fair pretences 5 experiencing his 
Miftrifs alfo continually bent to load him with abufes, 
exercifiag her pernicioully-inventive Fancy in heaping 
on him IroxicafInvectives, flouting him ever and anon, 
and taunting him with tart Jears. Difcerning alfo that 
his own {ubmiflive willingnefs to work at the Howe, to 
the beft of his power (though it were abominable and 
irkfome to hims) and perceiving his forward Obe- 
-dience to undergo fo toilfome a drudgery, gain’d him 
but a bad requital from the implacable Tongue of that 
Shrew his Miftrifs; and that his perpetual filence and 
patient fufferance of her continual Taunts and Jears, 
Oaths and Curfes (without fo much as one wordof re= 
ply from him, good or bad} wrought him no eafe, “nor 
any whit abated her tyrannical Paflion, but that his 
Ulage proved ftillas bad, or worfer far than before: 
He was by the overpowring violence of Temptation 
feduced and prevailed upon to extricate himfelf out of 
that feeming Hell upon Earth, by perpetrating this moft 
execrable Fact, as you have the aGing of the Tragedy 
according to truth related before, juft as I took the 
fame in writing from his own Mouth in Prifon, the 

Night before he Suffer'd. | 

‘And here, before I proceed any farther, let all fober 

perfons magnifie, with me, the unfearchable Riches of 
Divine Goodnefs, who notwith{tanding that all Chri- 

ftians are by Nature as bad asthe worft, and haply the 

beft of us all have at one time or another of our Lives 

been guilty of as God- provoking fins, as this poor pe- 

nitent Criminal was (actual Murder only exempted) toa 
too many having been over and over guilty of that too 
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in their hearts, amidft the boyliag of outrageous and 
revengeful Paflion, though not with their hands. Let 
us all, I fay, praife Divinity for his Mercy, in allowing. 
us that re{training Grace, which hath hitherto by one 
means or another ftaved off and kept us back from 
this or the like outrage. Let us therefore in the next 
place fupplicate Divine Goodne(s for his All- powerful 
renewing Grace, which may {o overpower our too- 
powerful Corruptions, that no prefumptuous fin may. 
at any time prevail, or gain Dominion over us. 

Now ‘tis no way to be doubted at all, but that each. 
fober-minded perfon will fertoufly declaim againft that 
Unchriftian-like and execrable courfe of life driven by 
your Men-ftealers, termed otherwife Spirits or Kid- 
nappers, whofe whole employ it is to collogue and: 
{educe indigent, ignorant Souls (under fair pretences, 
and by making Golden promifes of things never likely. 
to come to pafs) drilling many diftreffed , defperate 
Wretches on to their own {peedy and unavoidable de- 
{truction, thereby ftudying to raile themfelves by the- 
ruine and downfal of rambling and unfetled Spirits. 

The truth whereof might be fadly teftified by feveral 
deplorable Examples of fome, who for very grief and. 
vexation of Minde (difcerning themfelves abufively 
danced into a Fools Paradife, or behampered in an in- 
extricable Labyrinth of vexatious Mifchieis) have even: 
defperately made themfelves away. 

All neceflitated perfons therefore who fhallfeek to. 
fhun Shame or other miferies in Exglazd, or elfewhere, 
by changing Climate, and tranfporting themfelves: for 
this Country of Virgizia, ought to be cautelous and 
wary , whom they trade with on this account, that 
they be not abufed,will they, nill they, to their own. 
deftruction. 

For Virginia is of it {elf a very fertil, good, Pie 
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fant Country, abounding with the manifold Bleffiags of 
luxuriant Nature, the only Region of all under the Sun 
to enrich laborious, painful, induftrious poor-men. So 
that many, who ia England and many other Parts of 
the World are unable to get their Bread, may in this 
Region live comfortably and happy s the native Riches 
of the Soil bountifully requiting each induftrious per- 
fons labour with a yearly plentiful product. The 
Rivers richly ftored with delicious fifh, the Atr with 
feveral forts and numerous flocks of Wild-fowl 5 the 
whole Country throughout Woody, and plentitully 
furnifhed in moft parts swith whole Herds of Deer and 
other endlefs Wild-game. Wherefore I dare conf- 
dently affert, that any perfon, who 1s by Nature and 
Education capable of hard labour, and that can bear 
and undergo heat and cold, ay one who is but ableto 
snure himfelf to the Ax and the Howe, need nevet to 
recant; nor will, I judge Cif he tranfport himfelf for 
this Glimate ) ever finde juft ground to repent his 
coming hither. But on 'the contrary, perfons nicely 
educated, or train’dup toa fedentary Life, accuftomed 
to a warm Houfe in Winter, and to folace themfelves 
Gn cool Shades in Summer-feafon, ftch (unlefs they come 
over on their own proper coft, defraying the charges of 
their Paflage themfelves >) cannot expect equal fuccels 
with lufty labouring men. 

For, though there be here fome Gentlemen of Rank 
and Quality, yet are they but few, and very ex- 
ceeding rare, who are capable to prize or value good 
Breeding, gentile Education, or ingenious Literature, 
according to the true worth thereof. And indeed,how 
(hould it be otherwife? Who can expect Oats from 
Bea{ts which never eat any? (as our Englifh Proverb 
patly infinuates.) Therefore this general neglect, or 
light efteem of trucly laudable Endowments, needs 
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mutt proceed hence, even from the flat, low, mean Edue 
cation, and ob{cure bafe Original of fome, who(though. 
Beggars in their Native Soil) yet have by their drudging 
Induftry, fiace their arrival in this Country, attained. 
to fomething of Eftate, and feem now in their own. 
conceits great men, or perfons of more than ordinary 
account. The grofs Fancies of fuch cloudy-pated 
perfons will, by reafon of their invincible Ignorance 
mifplace their efteem on a Taylor, Smith, Shoomaker, 
or the like neceffary Handicrafts-man, courting fuch. 
an one with their utmoft art and {kills when a Scholar 
Cif never fo well qualified) fhall but be contemned, and. 
happily fet atnought. For, in this Region, he com- 
monly thinks himfelf the beft man, who.can atthe Fall 
of the Leaf produce the largeft crop of Corn and To- 
bacco. Wherefore each Virginy-Planter building folely 
on this fruit of his Labour, cares not how little he or. 
his are guilty of being Book-learned, fo he can but 
handle an Axand Howe dexterotfly. 

Now, ‘tis to be confeffed altogether Legal, Juft and 
Equitable, that fuch who change their Climate, and are 
brought over hither. on other mens accounts, having. 
their Paffage paid,and Charges born to their hands Cris 
f fay bue altogether juft, legal and equitable) that {uch. 
coming voluntary, being withal fupplied with all ne- 
ceffaries for Tranfportation out of other-perfons Poe- 
kets, fhould willingly and to the full retribute what 
hath been fo difburfed by any Merchant on the faid. 
fcore. But in regard, after their. arrival here, this fa- 
tisfaction can be ufually made no. otherwife than by 
ferving four Years by Indenture, or five Yeats accor- 
ding to the Guftome of the Country, by thofe who 
come in without Indenture. Therefore it firft and 
mainly concerns all perfons to confider ferioufly before 
their fhipping on board, what mult be expected ne- 
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eeffarily to follow: And ‘being once throughly well- 
advifed concerning the, unavoidable Gonfequences.of 
running fo uncertain a hazard, they. ought in the next 
place to arm themfelves with an unalterable Refolu- 
tion to wade through all whatever feeming Difficulties 
they fhall fallinto, with invinctble|Chearfulnefs, Cou- 
rage and Conftancy.; «They who. come thus qualified, 
never need to doubt unhopd-for fuccels in {torming 
-any the moft., difcouraging .oppofition 'whatfoever, 
which they fhall any time meet with: Otherwile, who 
{ail hither in the capacity of Servants unrefolved with- 
in, themfelves as to thefe forementioned Provifo's, do 
but pedantickly prefume.to aim at building Caltles in 
the Air without, materials. 

Nor, dare I undertake to encourage any, ,who know. 
themfelves unable to labour, to come over Servants. at: 
all; unlefs they can before-hand on infallible grounds 
affure themfelves, that they fhall be configned.to fome. 
truely- generous- {pirited.Gentleman of real repute,good, 
quality, and true worth, who will infallibly; deal fo. 
indulgently and favourably by them,..as to: employ 
them in fuch concerns, which their former Education: 
hath moft properly fitted them for,;..For your lufty: 
people, able of Limbs, and healthy of Conftitution, or 
hardy Lads, who are fit.to.drudge it {toutly, and are: 
willing to learn to take pains, in hopes.of. being richly 
rewarded for their labour, are. here every where in 
very high efteem.’Tis more for, the Intereft of Virginia. 
to have their Servants to chop Logs luftily,than, te chop. 
Logick. Handling the. Howe. proves here far better, 
Mufick than the Hoghboy.Let your robuftious Rutticks, 
if I. may advife, fail to Virginia; to choofe, tofeek,, 
their fortunes. For an Exglifh. Tinker, Cobler, Pedler, 
a meer Mumper or Dunghil-raker, may, by the bleffing, 
of Providence upon his painful Induftry live ia this 
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Coutitry as plentifully, and (I think I may boldly af: 
firm according to truth) reap as much or happily more 
content, than fome Farmers in England of an hundred 
a year. 

sud though many perfons (through the bafenefs and 
‘knavery of thofe who have tranfported them, on the 
one hand, and what through the Ignorance of the per- 
fons themfelves who have been gulld, on the other 
hand) have been, fore againft their Wills, cheated over 
and trepann’d hither, to their own great Mifery and 
utter Deftrution: Yet ‘tis well knowa to this day, that 
many having deferved the Gallows in England, fome 
~who have fatled over to V7rginia in Shackles, have 
(after their arrival here) done very well; Leading a 
creditable, comfortable, and for ought I can under- 
ftand, a plaufible honeft Life, 

So that peoples own Miftakes chiefly create their 
own Difcomfort on this behalf; For Example, When 
a perfon both unable ‘and unusd to labour, coming 
over hither in capacity of a Servant, meets unhappily 
with a Mafter who expects and compels him to work 
hard, much againft his minde 5 (the faid Mafter there- 
fore juftly expecting labour, while the Servant on the 
contrary fondly hopes and vainly defires to lead an eafie 
Life.) This contradiction between the aims and ends of 
Ma(ter and Servant, renders both at once unavoidably 
miferable. But above all, the grand mifchtef is, when 
Matters in Virginia fhall umdertake to purchafe Servants 
whom they know naturally uncapable of hard labour, 
ot by Education totally averfe to the fame; pretending 
they will employ the faid Servants in concerns furtable 
to their Strength, or Education, or both. Who after 
they have the faid Servants, as they judge, faft bound 
to them, contrive imprudently and impolitickly to 
employ them, .quité’ perhaps contrary to their own 
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Promi(es, ahd the poor Servant's Expectations. - Aid = 
fuppofe thele Servants may happily prove willing to 
ftrive (though with much grief and fore vexation of 
Minde) to put themfelves forth to their utmolt ability 5 
yet they (hall, ten hundred to one, be cars d, bamn’d, 
fwore at, trampled under foot, and perpetually tor- 
mented with abufive Ulage 5 all becaufe they do not, 
and it may be cannot, anfwer altogether the now un- 
reafonable expectation of their tyrannical Matters, who 
fall well knew before they had them, that they ought 
not to expec what they fo eagerly but vainly exact | 
from them. : 

Whereas in: truth; How much more confonant and 

-eeable were it to common Policy, Self-interelt, as - 
well as true Chriftian Charity , for all Matters in Vir- 
inia, Planters as well as others, to confider firft their- 
own Ability, andthe Capacity of the Servants whom 
they defigne to purchale, before they deal for them 5_ 
Gncerely at the fame time imparting to them, What. 
their Work mutt be, and what their Ufage 2 And if, 
by enquiry into thetr former Condition, they difcover 
them improper perfons for their purpofe ; How mucha - 
wifer courfe were it, that: fuch fhould feafonably pitch : 
their choice on fome others, more ufeful for them 2?) Or 
if they will chufe no others, Confcience and Chriftia- 


nity fure ought to oblige them to ufe fuch Servants” 


as their Chriftian Brethren, with Gentlenefs and Cour-. 


‘tefie, content with their honett endeavours, not Ty- 
rannizing over Ghriftians, as Turks do over Galleys - 


flaves, compelling them unmercifully beyond - their 
{trength. 

For though Matters juftly do expect and require F1< 
delity and painful Induftry from their Ghriftian Ser- 


vants, and fuch Servants ought to put themfelves forth 
to their utmoft power for their Mafters Benefit: Yet... 
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che mercifil Man exercifeth Mercy towards his Beaft, 
much more toward'a Chriftian Servant. And let cruel, 
tyrannical , Egyptzan Tatk-mafters know, that their 
Matter is al ia Heaven, ‘whofe Omniftience beholds 
and knows all perfons deal ings, and will judge accor- 
ding to Equity, without refpedt of perfons, in his own 
due time, and liften to the Groans and Sighs of poor 
opptefled Wretches, vindicating the caufe of injur'd: 
Innocents, retributing crofles, vexations and troubles 
to all Wrong-doers. 

And whereas this poor Penitent Wretch declared: 
That the bitternefs of his il!-tongued Miftref§ was the | 
main immediate provocation prompting and inciting 
him to give way to Satan’s fuggeftions, whileshe tems 
pted him to perpetrate this horrid, execrable Outrage: 

I fuppofe, all will grant, that Bitterne® in any. cafe 
(efpecially to morigerous Setvants of a gentle Temper; 
pi aa willing to do their endeavours) is no way 
Chriftian-Jike nor commendable, but rather Patience 








~ . and kinde Ufage. 





To conclude thefe Reflections therefore, Let all fober 
perfons (Mafters and Servants, Parents and Children, 
Young and Old) give good heed to the Apottle’s 
wholfom Advice in Ephef. 6. 1.tothe 12. 

As to the Man's Gondition before he died, he feem’d 
to me ofa very hopeful temper. I fate by him difcour~ 
fing the whole night before Execution; during which 
converfe, he gave me the whole fore-cited Relation of . 
his former Life ; as alfo how. he came to be prevailed 
upon to a& this execrable Tragedy. I found him all 
the Night throughout, gladly willing to be fearched 
home to the very quick (as to his Spiritual condition) 
ready to unbofom himfelf fully and freely, no way in 
the leaft inclinable' to mince; extenuate, cloak or pal- 
liate this Crime, or any other folly in himfelf 5. but 
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‘humbly confeffing -his Faults, and among the reft, his 
very youthful Follies, of his own accord, and forrow- 
ing exceedingly for them. Hecontinued full of a good 
modeft Hope mixt with Joy, for the moft part of the 
time(now and. then, f contefs,he feemed fomewhat mud-. 
dy, asif he had been caft down): but I needs muft fay, I 
never heard one word from him, nor difcerned any be- 
haviour by him, favouring inthe leaft of prefumption 
or defpair ; wherefore I dare cen{ure no other, but that 
he dyed truely penitent. | 

But for the farther and fuller fatisfaction of each cu- 

rious enquirer concerning what end he made, let the 
‘Reader view over this enfiing laft Farewell which he 
took of his Chriftian Countrymen, the forrowful (pecta- 
tors at the Gallows, by this fucceeding Gonfeflion, and 
Chriftian like Admonition. : 








Ahamis Hellier's Confeffton and Admonition to.all 
SpeEtators at the Gallows. — 


Good Chriftian people ! | 

¥ Am.come this day to be. made an Example to all you 
q beholders., for a Murder lately committed by me 5 
for which fiaful and inhumane deed, I pray the Lord 
for his mercies fake, and his Son Jefus Chrift his fake,to 
grant me Abfolution and Remiflion , both for that, and 
all other my fins which I have committed from my 
youth up, which are very many. 

As dilobeying of Parents, which fin I do now defire 
all young people to beware of. Give not your felves 
too much to the vanities and pleafures of this world ; 
youth commonly do, (asthe Preacher faith, in Ecelef. 
11,9.) Rejoycethow young man in the days of thy ahh 
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and walk in the ways of thine heart, and inv the fight | 
of thine eyes: but they feldome confider the following 
part of the verfe , which is, Kzow, for all this the Lord 
will bring thee to judgement 5 alfo in the verfe before , 
If a man live many years, and rejoyce in thew all, yet 
let hine remember the days of darknefs, for they are ma- 
ny.  Alfo profaning the Sabbath is a fin that I have 
been too guilty of; and I with there be not too many 
people inthis Countrey , as well as in other places, guil- 
ty of that fin, (as well aged perfons and Matters of Fa- 
milies, as young people and fervants) who go to Church 
and to the Ordinary (atipling-houfe) with one devotion, 
doing good as ‘twere againft their wills. Many break 
the Lords Commandments, in fending their Servants 
needlefly to feek loft Cattel on the Sabbath day , meerly 
becaufe they will not allow nor find time to feek the 
fame on other days; which is fuch a crying fin in this 
Land , that ‘twere juft with God to rain fire and brim- 
ftone-on your heads , as he did on Sodom and Gomor- 
rha. : | 

The Sabbath is fo {tri€tly commanded, that whofoever 
did break it (under the Levitical Law) was to be. put to 
death , as you may fee, Exod. 31. 14. Te foal keep the 
Sabbath holy, for every one that defileth it , fhall furely 
be put to death; and in the next verfe , For whofoever 
fhall do any work on that day, that Soul fhall furely be 
cut off from among his people. Tis alfo repeated in 
the 35th of the fame book, the fecond verfe; and in 
the third verfe ‘tis faid, You (hall kindle no fire through- 
out your habitations, on the Sabbath day. Therefore 


what condition do youthink your felves in, Who un- 


neceflarily compel and force your fervants to divers 
works onthe ape day? 
Repent, repent, for tis high time, left the Lord fend 


his heavy judgments among you, which.are for thefe 
fins 











35 } | 
Gasvéery much threatned. Alfothe fins of Gurfing and 
Swearing [have been guilty of, in avery great mea(ure.; 
Alfo [have found it too common a thing in the Goun- 
try, that Children who can {carce call Father and Mo- 
ther, have an Oath in their Mouths; and when they 
come to: Mans eftate, then they who {wear fafteft and 
the greatelt of Oaths , are the beft men fo accounted. 
Beware therefore of hideous Oaths and Curfes , (as 
Dam me, and Sink me) what if the Lord fhould take 
chee at thy word, and take away thy life while thefe 
words arein thy mouth , and damn thee according to 
thy word, couldftthou blame God with Injuftice? No, 
Gafal Wretch, sthow would{t have but thy Deferts. 
“Tis faid in the Scriptute, Smear not at all 5 but let-your 

yea beyed, and your nay, nay: for whatsoever is more 

than this, cometh of evil. In another place Chrift faith, 

| swear not by Heaven, becanfe tis the Lords Throne 5 nor 
by the Earth, becanfe it is his Foot-ftool, nor by thy 1 | 

| 
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Head, becaufe thon canjé not make one hair white or 

black.  Alfothe Lord fhews many Examples on thofe 

profane Swearers many times. | 8 
: As I knew a fellow who living with his Mother. a 
| Widow, he being to finde him(elf Victuals, and coming i | 
; home druak on a time, began nevertheleis to chide if 
| with hig Mother for fomething to eat 5 fo to the Cup- Wy 
board he went: his Mother chiding him for his lewd 
Kiving, he in his rage {wore he would not eat one 
bit of her viduals any more, withing Cif he did) that 
it might choak him. So he went to fleep, afterwards 
awaking ‘returned to the Cupboard, where cutting a 
piece of cold Beef, lying there ready drefled , the 
Ge bit that He endeavoured to eat, he could not 
fwallow, but the meat choaked him indeed. There- . 
fore have a cate of bad Withes, for they are highly 
difpleafing to God. th 
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> Alfo you that are Mafters of Servants in this Coun=) 

try, have refpect to them, to let them have that which: 
is neceffary for them, with good words, and not (Daw 
you, Dog; do fuch a thing, or fuch a thing.) . They are. 
not Dogs, ‘who are profeffed Chriftians, and bear Gods: 
Image’; happily they are as: good Chriftians as: your, 
felves, and'as well bred and educated, though through: 
Poverty they are forced to feek  Chriftianity. under: 
thy roof; where they ufually find nothing but Tyranny. 
Be goodto your Servants, as you would have God be, 

good'to you. Servants, in all things obey your Ma- 

{ters according ‘to the flefh, not with Eye-fervice as 

men-pleafers, but with finglenefs of heart, fearing God. 

Mafters, give to-your Servants what is right and equal 5. 
know that you alfo have a Mafter. in Heaven. 

Now I intend to {peak of the Subje@, which is: my 
felf. Iwas once a Good Liver in Exgland, ina Town, 
called Crookhorne, by. Profeflion a Barber-Chyrurgeon,, 
and kept alfo a Stationers Shop, living there in good 
repute , till Company-keeping caus'd» my Money to, 
gtow fhort, fo that I became a great’ Debtor, and oc-. 
cafion'd my feeking my Fortune in another Country. 
And it was. at leagth my mifhap°to: come into. this 
Country of Virginia, and here to be fold a Servant -to 
work at the Ax and Howe, which was contrary. to the 
Condition I made with the Man who -fent me hither 5 
which neverthelefs. I took well enough, till I found 
that hard Work, good Words, and civil Language, on 
my part, could. bring me not a good words but the 
more f{ubmiflive I was, the more I was flouted at; 
which caufed me to fall into Defperation, and to-ad- 
here to the Temptations of the Devil, who walketh 
up and down the world feeking- whom he may devour. 
So by the Inftigations of that Enemy to Mankinde, I 
could not be quiet, but muft needs kill my Mafter 
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4nd “Dathe } atid then I fhould, I thought, ‘be: free. 
For which heinous, notorious,:inhumane. arn 2unmer- 
cifall ‘Deed, I-am compell’d now.to lock Death in the 
face ;. which’ (bleffed be God for it) is no Terrour to 
meat all., For I hope, after this Life ended, the Lord 
will: receive my Soul into his arms of Mercy; and [pray i 
my, Saviour to keep me from the Torments of Hell, and . . 
the Tyranny of the Devil; and now that 1 am»to © 
depart this Life, that He would fend his holy Angels Cc 
to carry me (as they did the Soul of Lazerws) into 
~ his Kingdome. Receive’ me into thy joyful Paradite, 
(O Chrift) which: thou didft.promife to the penitent 
Thief, who at his Jaft gafp begg'd fo devoutly for ad- 
miffion into thy Kingdom. Grant: this, O Chrilt, for 
thine own, Name fake, to whom I afcribe, as 1s moft 
due, all Honour, Power, Praife,and Dominion, both. 
now and.for ever, Amen. lie 
‘Now. Lintend to {peak a little more for the Admoni- 
tion of . thofe..whom I-leave behinde:me 5 which I 
| hope all you Beholders will. take in| good part (as 
| from your Obje&, the mouth of a Dying Man.) 
_ Firft, -I. pray, that the Lord will give you all more | 
Grace, than to do as I have-done:. ‘That this my a. 
Dufafter may be a powerful warning to you all againtk 
admitting. any of the Devils Temptations into your 
Minde. Pray earneftly, when you pray, (Lord, lead 
ws not into Temptation.| Strive againft the Devils 
‘Snares, tobreak them. Say with Fofeph, How fhall I 
commit this creat wickednefs, and fin againfi. Godse 
The Devil is a cunning Fifher, ufing feveral Baits: to 
catch poor Souls. with 5 (Some he catches by alluring 
them to Stealing, fome he enfnares by Lying, fome by | 
Swearing, fome by Whoring, fome by Drunkennefs,and 
by Murder fome) but his firft and-moftfeafible is Drun- 
kennefs, to which if he can entice poor people (as 
. | that 
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thatiwith eafe he mdy) ‘they thensare forthwith fitted 
forcoms:fionef any other finewhatevers) soy to” 
As I heard a Young-man confefs concerning himfelf, 
(when on the Ladder'to be hanged) Drunkenne(s, faid 
he, and lewd Company, have brought me to this. For, 
when drunk, I lay with my Mothers Servant-Maid, 
whom proving with Child by me, I waiting my op- 
portunity,drowned. For which inhumane,unchriftian- 
like act, {| am brought here now, quoth he, to be 

hanged: has 
Govetoufnels is another Bait by which. Satan catches 
many poor Souls. Be'not over-covetous after thefe 
earthly things, which are- butdung in comparifon of 
the Riches of Chrift; Heap not up your Riches in ‘this 
world, where Moth and Ruft can corrupt, and Thieves 
can prevail to break through and fteal. | Heap not-up 
wrath againft the day of wrath. » Surely every man 
walketh in a vain fhew3furely men are difquieted in 
vain, who heap up Riches, and’ catinot tell’ who fhall 
gather them. If the Lord hath endewed thee with 
Riches, impart fome to thy poor Brethren, knowing 
thy Riches to be not thine own, but God’s; and thou 
art God’s Tenant; wherefore if thou doft not pay thy 
Rent, (viz. thy Benevolence due to the Poor) the Lord 
ean foon turn thee out of all. For thou broughteft 
nothiag into this World; nor fhalt thou (as Fob faith) 
carry any thing out of it. Naked thou cameft from 
thy ‘Mothers Womb, and naked fhalt thou returns the 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh, and bleffed be the 
Name of the Lord. | Think on this in thine Health. 
Think on Deaths Death ftealeth on men, like a Thief 
gn the night, at an hour when they are leaft aware of it. 
Therefore our Saviour warneth us to watch. Watch 
therefore, faith he, for ye keow not at what hour the 
Lord will come: it therefore doth behove all People, 
| Young 
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Peasy 


Young and Old, Rich and Poor, to make their Calling 


and Election fure. Work while "tis called (to day, ) for 


the Night cometh, wherei# no man can. work. \ Phe day 
is meant the day of Life, and thenight is the “night of 
Death. . Now to conclude this in few words, Fear God 
and keep his Commandments, for this isthe whole Duty 
of man. For God will bring every. work into Judg- 
ment, with every fecret thing, whether it be good, or 
swhether it be evil. | BRtalaS & aU AareN ys 2A 
 T fhall now. fpeak fomething ‘concerning Unity and 
Love one to another, (it being fo rare to fee NYU SOG 
an this Country living lovingly together,,. without 
breeding difturbances among -themfelves.) .. .For,yau 
fhall finde fome, who will go:to.one Neighbours houfe, 
and ‘tell them a Story what fuch orfuch a perfon hath 
faid; then going to the faid°*perfons houtes, they: will 
‘tell the fame to them alfo agatnft the others 3 fo caufing 
poor Neighbours to live at firife and variance One with 
another; making them to. hate one another, the Neigh- 
ours themfelves happily not knowing, why mor where- 
fore’s all the mifchief being: occafioned. only by: a 
‘Talebéarer, whom I can liken to nothing elfe but the 
Devils Goal-carrier.. The words of a Tale- bearer are 
‘as wounds, faith Solomon, they’ ‘go: down’ mto- the in- 
‘moft parts of the Belly. It is Chrift’s command, as Saint 
Joba, faith, That you loue.one anothers, fOr Love # of 
Gods and every one that loveth i of Gods and knowet) 
Gods but he that loveth not,is not of God; for God is Love. 
Good) People all; I hope: you are-not offended at 
‘what‘hath’been fpoken. “J intreat you to mindeit'well. 
[humbly defire you to think ferioully on my words, 
and let not thefe Admonitions go in at one car and out 
at the other. Think not your felves uncon¢ern d3not one 
perfon here prefent, but is one way oF another guilty of 
{ome one or more of thefe forementioned Sins. 
. Think 
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Think it not fufficient to fay each of you, I have been a very 
-gteat Sinner in my time, the Lord forgive me for it, fill going 
on fecurely in your, Sins3, thinking ic enough to cry, Lord have 
- Merey. upon me, when you are giving up the Ghoft, which too 


happily you may not be able to do. Think well on it therefore, 
‘ghd defer not your Repentance tili the lait hour. °Tis not fo eafie 
a thing to obtain’ Heaven's: the’ Way! is narrow, difficult to finde, 
‘and’ dangerous to‘travel, the: way thither being by the Gates of 
Hell. Wherefore people ought not. to delay their Repentance 
and Reformation ; delays breed dangers. :/The difficulty in. the 
Paffage, and danger in the Way, fhould warn a'l to begin their 
‘Journey the fooner, and take che more time. To procure alfoa 
“good knowing Guide, and as much good Company ‘as poffible 
may be hads not a blinde Guide, left the blinde leading the 
‘blinde, both fall into the Ditch. For thould you go without:-2 
Guide, or follow an ignorant Guide, thinking your felves fafe 
and right enough, and at-a halt lofing. the right way, flip’ into 
Hell, ’tis impoflible for you ever to get out again.. The Devil. is 
a cunning Forefter, who digging deep Pits, covers them over 
with {mall fticks, laying green Turf on the top, to intrap wild 
‘Bealts, which chance to ramble over them once fallen in,there’s 


“fo getting out again. © So if once a man be fallen into Hell, there — 


“Re muft abide with the Devil and his Angels, ‘where is wéeping, 
‘and wailing, and gnathing of teeth, with continual Torments:: 
‘Souls'always dying, buc never dead5 ever confuming, .and never 
-confumed. ih decode | a 
"_-'Therefore, as youlove your own Souls, Jet mebeg you not to 
_delay your Repentance s but repcnt now, and continue repenting 
“fo long as you have an hourto live. — Leave off finning; elfe God 
“\will leave you off: Leave off Sweating, Curling, Lying, Stealing, 
“Covetoultiels, with all ocher Sins. “If an idie Thought be difplea- 
fing tosGod, much more idle Words,and prophane Actions. 
Now:to conclude all, Lord, for thy Mercies fake, open Heaven 
let. in not only a penitent Thief, or Swearer, or Lyar, 
aitd., or. Profanet of the Sabbath, or Murderer, or lews 
ut one who is all thefe. Lord give me entrance, 
in, for J<fus Chrifthis fake, Amen. a 
te | | 














oe 











| 
{ 





deine x= ; A 4 
Loe tae Soe oS oe TI 
b Skeet as ienevintenieeeats 


eee Ser 


Eth EEA NEM li 3 
OOO asp piyeveds =, 












































et 





